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North America
Summary, 1968. Climbing activity in both Alaska and Canada subsided mar
kedly from the peak in 1967 when both regions were celebrating their centen
nials. The lessened activity seems also to have spread to other sections too for
new routes and first ascents were considerably fewer.

In Alaska probably the outstanding climb from the standpoint of difficulty
was the fourth ascent of Mount Foraker, where a four-man party (Warren
Bleser, Alex Birtulis, Hans Baer, Peter Williams) opened a new route up the
central rib of the South face. Late in June this party flew in from Talkeetna to
the Lacuna glacier. By 11 July they had established their Base Camp at the
foot of the South face and started up the rib. This involved 10,000 ft of ice and
rotten rock at an angle of 65°. In the next two weeks three camps were estab
lished, the highest at 13,000 ft. Here, it was decided to make an all-out push
for the summit. On 24 July two of the climbers started ahead to prepare a route.
In twenty-eight hours of steady going they finally reached a suitable spot for
a bivouac. The other two men who started long after them reached the same
place in ten hours of steady going utilising the steps, fixed ropes and pitons
left by the first party. After a night in the bivouac, the two groups then contin
ued together and reached the summit, 17,300 ft, on 25 July. They were forced
to bivouac another night on the return before reaching their high camp. They
then returned by the route of ascent.

Far in the north of Alaska, in the Brooks Range, a group of six (AI de Mara,
Chuck Loucks, Vin and Grace Hoeman, Sharon and David Roberts) explored
a most interesting region, the Mount Igikpak area, and made a number of
first ascents. The most difficult of these was Mount Igikpak itself, where the
summit turned out to be a 200 ft high spire, on which the only feasible route
required direct aid. In all, the party spent the month of August exploring,
making some ten or twelve first ascents, among which, besides Igikpak, were
Chitiok, Papiok, and an unnamed peak the third highest in the group.

In April a four-man party (David Johnston, Wm. Babcock, Yule Kilcher,
Vin Hoeman) made a one-week, 9o-mile traverse of the Kenai Range. On 20
April, midway of the trip, they were joined by three more, including Eric
Barnes and Grace Hoeman. The combined party then made the first ascent of
Truuli Peak, 6612 ft, the highest on the Kenai Peninsula, and Node Nunatak,
5912 ft. In the course of the traverse they discovered an area of granite pinnacles
in the north-west portion of the snow-field. In this same area, the Hoemans
made the first ascent of Mount Ascension, 5710 ft, on 6 October, 1968.
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In August, Vin Hoeman, Dub and Harry Bludworth made the first ascent of
Mount Thor, 12,521 ft, the second highest peak in the Chugach Range, and
Black Cliff Mountain, 10,270 ft. Later in the year, on 15 September, the
Hoemans, with Dave Johnston, made the first ascent of Mount Kiliak, 7450
ft. They traversed the mountain and were forced to bivouac on the descent.

Several groups of Japanese climbers were active in Alaska. Hisao akadai
and Akira Aida of the Renrei Alpine Club pushed a reconnaissance of King
Peak to 10,000 ft, in preparation for a 1970 attempt. A solo Japanese climber,
Naomi Uemura, climbed Mount Sanford. He strapped long poles to his pack
to catch him if he fell into a crevasse, but fortunately suffered no untoward
event.

Mount St Elias was climbed for the fifth time by a seven-man party, including
Louis Reichardt and Paul Gerhard, which used a combination of routes
involving a long and arduous trip. Early in June this group flew in to the Colum
bus glacier. On 21 June they made a first ascent of .10unt Jeanette. Upon
descending from Jeanette they picked up the Japanese route over Mount

ewton, which they followed to the summit of St Elias, thus completing the
extremely long East ridge.

Mount Fairweather, the highest peak of the Fairweather Range was climbed
last summer for the third time. A four man party (Loren Adkins, Walter Gore,
Paul Myhre, Kent Stokes) landed on a lake near Sea Otter Creek and made the
climb up the West ridge, a route which had been attempted before but never
completed. This climb, which was made in late June and July took three weeks.
The group reported no severe difficulties outside of a bad gap in the ridge at one
point.

The Boundary Range between Skagway and Juneau witnessed more climbing
activity than usual last summer. An eight-man party (Lawrence E. Neilson
(leader), Dr Russell Batt, Wm. R. Bendy, Dr Tom Stengle, Dr Jurgen
Meyer-Arendt, Dan Reeder, Charles Warren, George Barnett) flew in to the
south branch of the Meade glacier from Haines on 18 May and 24-25 May.
On 19 May the first group made the first ascent of Mount Poletica, 7620 ft,
by the East face and the North-east ridge. On 28 May they made the first ascent
of Mount Service, by the North-east ridge and the East face. Although the
map showed a height of 7847 ft for this peak, they made an adjusted altimeter
reading of 7970 ft. The next day two peaks east of Mount Service were climbed
for the first time, and on 3 I May the second ascent of Mount Poletica was made.
The first ascent of Mount Hislop, 7164 ft, was then made, and on 7 June the
party made the first ascent of the East peak of Mount Canning. They then
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traversed to the slightly lower West Summit which had been ascended by the
boundary survey party in 1907, the only ascent made by them. This is only the
second time this portion of the range has been visited by a climbing party
since 1907, and the only time ascents of any importance have been reported.
Somewhat farther south in this range the Juneau Icefield Research Project
members also reported first ascents of Cloudcap Peak, Scibetta Spire and the
Citadel, as well as the second ascent of Mount Everlast.

On the Yukon side of the Alaskan border the most notable ascent was probably
that of the North face of Mount Kennedy by Dave Seidman, Todd Thompson,
Joe Faint and Phil Koch. They flew in from~Kluane Lake to the Lowell glacier
on 26-29 June. They then spent twenty-six days on the sheer North face of
Mount Kennedy, reaching the summit on 23 July. They returned by the same
route. A Japanese party from Kobe University climbed Mount Steele by the
South-east ridge and Mount Walsh, while further south another Japanese
party from the Osaka-Fu Mountaineering Association climbed the South
Peak of Mount Vancouver by the South-west ridge, but had the misfortune to
lose three of their members (Yasuhiro Sawada, Yoshikazu Nishikawa and
Toshiaki Miyamoto) in an avalanche below Camp 2.

One of the most difficult rock climbs made in Canada was accomplished by
James McCarthy, Sandy Bill and Tom Frost, who climbed the South-east
face of the Lotus Flower Tower in the Logan Mountains in the North-west
Territories. It took them three days to make the ascent of this 24-00 ft face, one
night being spent in hammocks. They used some 261 pitons for the climb.
A British party was in the Southern Logans (article p 108).

Farther south, in the Selkirks, Ted Church, Art Fitch and Chuck Loucks made
a new route on Mount Sir Sandford by the East ridge in early July, while an
Appalachian Mountain Club party in the same region made a new route on
Mount Gog, among its other climbs.

In California the rock climbers were again active, and two ascents of note were
accomplished. In five days, 17-21 June, Patrick Callis and Warren Harding
put up a new route on the Lost Arrow in Yosemite Valley. They followed a
vertical line from the base to the top, made the climb in fourteen pitches and
enjoyed comfortable bivouacs. At the entrance to the valley, the North
America Wall on El Capitan was climbed for the second time, by Dennis
Henck, and Don Lauria, in five days from 2-6 September in 100° temp
eratures. The ascent was made in one direct effort with bivouacs on the wall.

Kenneth A. Henderson
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Alaska mountain advertisement Alaska, including the strip of Canada
within 100 miles of its border, is one of the world's greatest mountain areas,
but is seldom recognised as such by Europeans because so much is still unex
plored by climbers, a long expensive journey is required from Europe, and the
weather is infamous. Mount McKinley, 20,320 ft, is well known, as its height
and distance from a higher mountain make it second only to Everest and
Aconcagua among earth's mountain landmarks, but it has easy routes and has
been climbed sixty-one times by a total of 282 climbers from 1913 through
1968. Many of the other great mountains have only been climbed once by
their easiest routes and are as yet little known, and the smaller, in many cases
more difficult, mountains are only now being located and named, most having
not yet been attempted.

For the past six years I've been compiling a comprehensive guide-book to the
mountains of the Alaskan area, but it is just reaching the publication stage.
It will cover 700,000 square miles of land area and over 1000 mountains
individually, more unclimbed than climbed ones although ascents by over
15°0 mountaineers are mentioned and indexed to the literature for detailed
accounts. In the course of the research for this guide-book, some amazingly
overlooked mountain prizes have come to light. These will all be mentioned
or be apparent in the guide, and they are too numerous to pre-record here,
though some we are taking advantage of already.

One of the best was Mount Igikpak, 85 loft, in the Schwatka Mountains of the
Brooks Range which we climbed last August (see my wife's article in the
current Ladies AlpineJournal). In June 1968 we climbed Mount Thor, 12,521

ft, second highest in the Chugach Range, but of the twenty-eight independent
Chugach mountains exceeding 9000 ft fourteen ascents of twelve of these
have been made, but not one has yet been climbed on a walk-in. It is not that
hard to go afoot, as none of these summits are over forty miles from a road,
and it might be considered cheating to fly above many major obstacles to make
ascents. It seems more desirable to climb one new mountain completely than
to make several first ascents from a fly-in glacier camp among their-summits.

To put this theory to work, credit is also given for first walk-in ascents, and
a new term has been devised, the 'grand traverse' of a mountain range is said
to be the crossing of the range afoot by way of its highest point. Twice this
has been done on Mount McKinley, and in April 1968 I led a group making
the first ascent of Truuli Peak, 6612 ft, highpoint of the Kenai Range on the
Kenai Peninsula in this manner (see 1969 American Alpine Journal).

The fifth major attempt on unclimbed Mount Kimball, 10,350 ft, a steep ice



244 CLIMBS AND REGIONAL NOTES

mountain, highest in the Eastern Alaska Range, will take place in March 1969.
My wife and I reached the 9850 ft peak north of it late last April, but a 900 ft
gap separates this summit from Kimball and another route now seems better.

It is inevitable that the granite peaks of the Kichatna Spires, Ruth Gorge, and
the Arrigetch area of the Brooks Range will receive more attention soon,
because access problems become less acute and better known yearly and top
rock climbers all over the world are looking for new problems to tackle and
will come prepared to wait out bad weather to make good use of the lulls and
breaks between storms. There are, of course, more accessible mountains where
one can climb while the weather is fine, and retreat to civilisation when it is
not. Much of the Kenai Range, the Western" Chugach, southern granite areas
of the Talkeetna Range, lower mountains of McKinley Park, the Kluane
Ranges of Yukon Territory, and parts of the Juneau Icefields are in this cate
gory. The Brooks Range and other areas far from the Pacific coast are drier
and enjoy better weather.

Foreign climbers should note that for climbs over 10,000 ft elevation in Mount
McKinley National Park permission must be obtained and a number of
requirements met, so write to the Park (McKinley Park Station, Alaska 99755)
several months in advance. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (Whitehorse,
Yukon Territory, Canada) wants to know about Canadian expeditions in
advance, and Alaska Rescue Group (Box 4-891, Anchorage, Alaska 99503)
tries to keep track of all Alaskan area expeditions. In addition, I like to know
what has been done or attempted as soon as I can for guide-book and direction
purposes, but don't let dread of correspondence keep you from climbing in
Alaska; the mountains require no letters, only the proper combination of
patience, technique, energy, and judgement. Vin Hoeman

Descent of Yukon River and attempt on Mount Hunter, 1968 Barrie
Biven and I achieved the first complete descent of the Yukon River from
Whitehorse to Alakanuk, between 30 May and 10 July 1968, using a 13 ft 6 in
compartmented inflatable dinghy of extremely durable hypalon neoprene
material powered by a 2o-hp motor. Half-way down at Tanana we took time
off to explore the upper reaches of the Tokositna glacier south of Mount
Hunter in the McKinley range. After dropping supplies by air we reached the
colon 28 June and excavated a snow cave to make it a feasible base for operations
on the South ridge above it. But a difficult and dangerous bergschrund led to
a 60° snow-slope, and several hundred feet up this we came to extremely
steep (about 75°) and compact granite slabs covered with a layer of loose
snow. These conditions appeared to go on for perhaps 2000 ft before the angle
eased and slopes became a ridge proper, and after very carefully weighing up
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the situation and searching for an alternative route, we reluctantly decided that,
as a team of two with limited resources available, to press on up such demanding
ground was unjustified. We retreated, and finding no appealing alternative
climbing target, short of flying (expensively) to another part of the range,
decided to return to complete our journey down the river. Tony Smythe

A Yosemite season, 1968: one In six and a half weeks I did the following
routes with various climbing partners:

Sunnyside Bench, regular route, 5.0 (a beautiful route despite the grading).
Sunnyside Bench, Jam-crack route, 5.9.
Koko Ledge, West Side, 5.7, AI.
Church Bowl Chimney, 5.6.
Monday Morning Slab, Chouinard variation, 5.7.

Lower Cathedral Spire, Regular Route, 5.6 AI or 5.9.
Moby Dick, 5.9.
Serenity Crack, 5.7 A2.
Patio Pinnacle, the hard pitch only. 5.9 slab.
Tweedle-Dee, 5.8 (a good introduction to Yosemite chimneys).

Higher Cathedral Spire, South face, 5.7, A2.
vVashington Column, direct route, 5.7.
Lower Yosemite Fall, West Side, 5.5, A3.
Lost Arrow Spire, 5.4, A3/A4 (many bolts chopped! Tyrolean back to rim).

Middle Cathedral Rock, East Buttress, 5.9, AI.
Goodrich Pinnacle, 5.9 (a beautiful slab climb).
Snake Dyke, 5.6.
The Slack, 5.9, AI (a classic Yosemite crack; all four pitches in under an hour).
Rixon's Pinnacle, South face direct, 5.7, A3/A4 (includes two swings-a real

fun introduction to harder Yosemite pegging).
El Capitan, East buttress, 5.8, A2 (or free 5.10) (a Yosemite classic).
El Capitan, Sickle Ledge, A3 (actually an abortive attempt on the ose with

John Stannard).

Sentinel Rock, North face by the Chouinard-Herbert route, 5.8, A3.
Lost Arrow Chimney, 5.9, A2 (all but the last two pitches free).

Peter Rowat

A Yosemite season, 1968: two Ed Ward-Drummond did the following
climbs:

Glacier Point Apron, North-west face direct. Third ascent. 14 July. Grade V,
5.9. With T. Gurity and L. Price.
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El Capitan, East buttress, 23 July. Grade IV,S. 10. With R. Robbins, S. Brown.
Lower Cathedral Rock, East face direct. 24 July. Grade 5.10. With R. Robbins.
Lost Arrow l"limney. 27-28 July (article, p 92).
Royal Arches, Serenity Crack. Second ascent. ", ith R. Robbins.
Sentinel Rock, North face, Steck/Salathe route. 3 September. Grade V, 5.9.

With R. Robbins.

Nose of el Capitan Mick Burke did the first Briti h ascent on 26--30 June
1968 (article, p 125)'

Il6 Alpa1lwyo from lite east The South ridge, route of the first [WO ascents, is
on the left; the East ridge is in the middle, dividing light from shade ('x'
marks the highest point reached by the 1968 expedition); the orth ridge, the
1968 expedition's route of ascent, is on the right. See also A.J. 69. [35] for
vie, of East ridge in profile. Photo: ick von Tunzelmann
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